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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Responsive to the action mailed March 15, 2002, applicant elects the invention of 
Group I, claims 1-26 and 42-50, drawn to isolated Dcaros transcriptional control regions, 



transgenic animals, cells or tissues from the animal comprising a transgene including an Dcaros 
control region and a method to evaluate the development of a component or cell lineage of the 
immune system. Applicant respectfully traverses the requirement for the following reasons. 

A proper requirement for restriction requires two conditions. The inventions must be 
independent (i.e., unconnected in design, operation or effect) or distinct (i.e., related but novel 
and unobvious over each other) ^ there must be a serious burden on the Examiner if restriction 
is required. See MPEP §803. With respect to groups I and II, the Examiner states that the 
groups "have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification and 
because of their recognized divergent subject matter." In fact, the Examiner has provided no 
evidence that groups I and II would have a separate status in the art or a different field of search. 
Indeed, in contrast to the Examiner's assertion, groups I and II are classified in the same class 
and subclass . Therefore, the Examiner has not established that a serious burden would be 
involved in searching groups I and II together. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that 
the present restriction requirement be withdrawn and that groups I and II be examined together. 
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I hereby certify under 37 CFR § 1.8(a) that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail with 
sufficient postage on the date indicated below and is addressed to the 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231. 
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A petition for a Two-Month Extension of Time and a check for the required fee are 
enclosed. Please apply any other charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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